
Are you called to be an Altar Server in our Parish? 
 
How can altar serving help me grow as a Catholic?  Serving involves you intimately in the most 
important tradition of our Catholic faith.  Servers lead us into Mass, in the procession of gifts, and 
as we leave Mass to live our faith in the world.  Servers hold the Word of God for the priest.  With 
the ringing of the bells during the Eucharistic prayer, servers rivet our attention to the altar.  
Serving calls us to holiness.  Our altar server motto reflects that – “Holiness Through Service” or 

in Latin “Sancti per Ministerium.”  In Pope Francis’ words, “the closer you are to the altar, the more you will remember 
to speak with Jesus in daily prayer, the more you will be nourished by the word and the body of the Lord, the better able 
you will be to go out to others, bringing them the gift that you have received.” 
 
What is the makeup of our group of altar servers at OLL?  Our corps of servers is about half male and female, with a 
median age of 13. We have servers who are home-schooled, from nearly every local public school and from Our Lady of 
the Lake School.  It is a wonderful and diverse mix of individuals and personalities who participate to serve our Lord.  
Our logo and t-shirts set servers apart as a growing, vibrant, and dedicated youth in our church parish. 
 
Is there an age or grade limit for becoming an altar server?  Children can begin serving as they begin 4th grade and 
continue serving through 12th grade.  Server teams usually have a mix of younger and older, more seasoned servers. 
 
Who trains the servers, and what is the training commitment?  At OLL, the Altar Server Coordinator 
(Deacon Owen Francis) conducts altar server training.  Servers are required to attend at least one training session (about 
1.5 hours) and parents are asked to attend a short informational meeting during that time.  After training, a server can 
start signing up for Masses.  Serving is really learned by serving, and early mistakes are understandable teaching 
moments.  At OLL, altar serving is not a mechanical, robotic job, but instead is about becoming a part of and more deeply 
understanding the miracle of the Mass, our most perfect form of prayer. Other training sessions are scheduled throughout 
the year to reinforce earlier training and to add skills as they grow in Altar Serving  
 
What roles do servers have at Mass?  Servers hold the Cross or candles, hold the book that contains Mass prayers for 
the priest to read, ring the bells, bring various items to and from the altar, and help the priest wash his hands.  They are 
sometimes called upon to participate in other ways as well.  At all times, servers display a posture of holiness, reminding 
the congregation of the sanctity of our celebration. 
 
We are not always in town every weekend.  Does that create an issue?  At OLL, we are blessed to have many altar 
servers.  We are using a Sign Up Genius account so Altar Servers may schedule themselves as their situation allows.  The 
slots are available up to a year in advance so you may plan accordingly.  All Altar Servers are required to serve at least 2 
times per month.  The system is used in many schools and is quite easy to use. 
 
Are servers required to serve at high holy Masses or at other special times of the year?  No.  We ask for volunteers 
for Easter Triduum and Christmas Masses, and at other Holy Days.  Those who are available and want to serve enjoy 
being an integral part of the high points of our Liturgical Year.  For some of these Masses, a practice is necessary.   
 
When can I sign up?  The altar server 2021-22 year runs from September 1, 2021 to August 31, 2022.  The sign up form 
is online at Altar Server Form and is available via the OLL Websitet.  If you need to register any other way, please contact 
Deacon Owen.  The commitment is for the full year.  If you would like to serve, please do so prior to the first training 
session.  We will have several sessions to choose from and you may attend more than one to reinforce the training.   
 
Does serving qualify for service hours that I may need?  Yes. Most schools and organizations, religious or secular, 
recognize altar serving as a full service hour for one Mass.  Our altar server coordinator certifies service hours.   
 
I have other questions about altar serving.  Where can I get those answered?  Additional information, including a 
welcome guide and letter to parents is available on the altar server web page at www.ollparish.info/altar-servers.  You 
can also call the Altar Server Coordinator – Deacon Owen Francis, whose contact information is in the bulletin. 

 
SANCTI PER MINISTERIUM 

https://forms.gle/SrjvNTdUeanb3kB6A
https://ollparish.info/altar-servers

